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TAGS: PFOR, AF, US 

SUB J : PRESIDENT DAOUD'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON 

1. DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ABDULLAH TOLD ME APRIL 25 THAT 
AFGHAN AMBASSADOR MALIKYAR WOULD BE RETURNING TO KABUL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS AFTER THE SPECIAL UNGA AND AFTER DELIVERING 

TO PRESIDENT NIXON A LETTTER FROM PRESIDENT DAOUD. DAOUD'S 
LETTER IS IN RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO HIM WHICH 
I DELIVERED WHEN I PRESENTED CREDENTIALS LAST NOVEMBER 21. 

2. COMMENT: I HOPE THE PRESIDENT WILL BE ABLE TO SEE 
MALIKYAR EVEN IF FOR ONLY FIVE MINUTES TO RECEIVE DAOUD'S 
LETTER. SINCE DAOUD TOOK POWER LAST JULY, HIS GOVERNMENT 
HAS HAD NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE PRESIDENT. NOT ONLY DOES 
ABDULLAH'S INABILITY LAST OCTOBER TO SEE EITHER THE PRESIDENT 
OR THE SECRETARY TO DELIVER DAOUD'S MESSAGE ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST STILL RANKLE, BUT DAOUD HIMSELF STILL HARBORS SUSPICIONS 
ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD HIM, DATING BACK TO OUR DISTASTE 
FOR NONALIGNMENT WHEN HE WAS PRIME MINISTER IN THE 1950'S. 

AT THE SAME TIME, DAOUD HAS GREAT RESPECT FOR THE PRESIDENT 
AND WARM MEMORIES OF HIS MEETINGS WITH VICE PRESIDENT NIXON 
IN KABUL AND IN WASHINGTON. I CAN THINK, THEREFORE, OF NO 
MORE USEFUL GESTURE WE COULD MAKE TO STRENGTHEN OUR RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THIS SENSITIVE REGIME THAN TO HAVE THE PRESIDENT 
PERSONALLY RECEIVE DAOUD'S MESSAGE. IN RECEIVING IT, I 
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RECOMMEND THE PRESIDENT SAY A FEW WORDS CONCERNING HIS 
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FRIENDSHIP AND RESPECT FOR DAOUD PERSONALLY AND OUR RESPECT 
FOR AFGHANISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE, NON-ALIGNMENT AND EFFORTS 
TO IMPROVE THE LOT OF ITS PEOPLE. 

ELIOT 
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